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November 24, 2021

Dear Three Rivers Community Families and Staff:

We write in response to a recent news story involving pride flags in District classrooms and whether an
after school club was following Board policy. On November 18, 2021, an external party contacted the
Board of Education, Middle School Principal, Jason Bingaman, and Interim Superintendent, Nikki Nash,
questioning information shared within the school day which also included an inquiry of the Gay Straight
Alliance (GSA) after school club and pride flags within Three Rivers Middle School (TRMS) classroom:s.
TRCS gathered information from the external party and had internal discussions with school officials
regarding the matter. In addition, Thrun Law Firm was consulted concerning these two issues.

It was confirmed that the GSA Club is able to continue their activities as long as they continue to follow
board policy. In regard to the pride flags that were displayed in the classroom, they were temporarily
removed from each classroom until the Board of Education could carefully review this matter and gather
additional facts. Information was shared with the TRCS Board of Education and Mr. Bingaman, who then
passed this guidance on to the TRMS staff in the form of an email.

TRCS continues to explore best ways to support all students, including the continuation of the GSA Club
already established at TRMS. Continued guidance of Thrun Law Firm, review of current board policies,
and reaching out to other districts for best practices will also be part of this ongoing process. TRCS
appreciates all of the contributions of our staff and will continue to comply with its Board policies. As we
move forward, we are committed to providing a safe learning environment for all students and staff of
TRCS. As previously noted in other statements regarding this matter, the Board of Education will consider
these issues at their next meeting on December 6, 2021.

Sincerely,
Three Rivers Board of Education

Interim Superintendent, Nikki Nash
Middle School Principal, Jason Bingaman

851 Sixth Avenue, Three Rivers, MI 49093
Ph: 269-279-1100
Fax: 269-279-5584
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24 de noviembre de 2021
Estimadas familias y personal de la comunidad de Three Rivers:

Escribimos en respuesta a una noticia reciente que involucra banderas de orgullo en las aulas del Distrito
y si un club después de la escuela estaba siguiendo la politica de la Junta. El 18 de noviembre de 2021,
una parte externa se puso en contacto con la Junta de Educacion, el director de la escuela secundaria,
Jason Bingaman, y la superintendente interina, Nikki Nash, cuestionando la informacién compartida
durante el dia escolar que también incluia una investigacion de la Gay Straight Alliance (GSA) después de
banderas del club escolar y del orgullo dentro de los salones de clases de Three Rivers Middle School
(TRMS). TRCS recopilé informacidon de la parte externa y tuvo discusiones internas con los funcionarios
de la escuela sobre el asunto. Ademas, se consultd a Thrun Law Firm sobre estos dos temas.

Se confirmd que el GSA Club puede continuar con sus actividades siempre que continden siguiendo la
politica de la junta. Con respecto a las banderas del orgullo que se exhibieron en el saldn de clases, se
retiraron temporalmente de cada saldn de clases hasta que la Junta de Educacién pudiera revisar
cuidadosamente este asunto y recopilar datos adicionales. La informacidn se compartié con la Junta de
Educacion de TRCS y el Sr. Bingaman, quien luego pasé esta guia al personal de TRMS en forma de correo
electrénico.

TRCS continUa explorando las mejores formas de apoyar a todos los estudiantes, incluida la continuacién
del Club GSA ya establecido en TRMS. La orientacidn continua de Thrun Law Firm, la revisidn de las
politicas actuales de la junta y la comunicacidn con otros distritos para obtener las mejores practicas
también seran parte de este proceso continuo. TRCS agradece todas las contribuciones de nuestro
personal y continuara cumpliendo con las politicas de la Junta. A medida que avanzamos, nos
comprometemos a proporcionar un entorno de aprendizaje seguro para todos los estudiantes y el
personal de TRCS. Como se sefiald anteriormente en otras declaraciones sobre este asunto, la Junta de
Educacién considerara estos asuntos en su préxima reunién el 6 de diciembre de 2021.

Atentamente,

Three Rivers Board of Education
Interim Superintendent, Nikki Nash
Middle School Principal, Jason Bingaman

851 Sixth Avenue, Three Rivers, MI 49093
Ph: 269-279-1100
Fax: 269-279-5584



