Congress of the United States

Washington, BC 20510

February 15, 2024

The Honorable Mike Johnson Reverend Dr. Margaret Grun Kibben
Speaker Chaplain

U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Johnson and Chaplain Kibben:

The undersigned members write to express our concerns about Speaker Johnson’s sponsorship of
Pastor Jack Hibbs as the Guest Chaplain of the House of Representatives. Pastor Hibbs is a
radical Christian Nationalist who helped fuel the January 6" insurrection and has a long record of
spewing hateful vitriol toward non-Christians, immigrants, and members of the LGBTQ
community. He should never have been granted the right to deliver the House’s opening prayer
on January 30, 2024.

In the days leading up to the attack on the Capitol, Hibbs echoed Donald Trump’s election fraud
lies and inflamed his followers by preaching that January 6™ would go down in history alongside
the War of Independence and the War of 1812. By preaching that God had anointed the Trump
administration and could still intercede to save Trump’s presidency on January 6™, Hibbs
advanced a religious permission structure that led to violence by those who believed any means
were justified to carry out what they viewed as God’s plan. On January 6™ Hibbs attended the
MAGA rally at the Ellipse that preceded the attack. Immediately after the sacking of the Capitol,
he went on Tony Perkins’ “Washington Watch” program to tacitly justify what had just happened
by repeating the lie that the election was “manipulated” and claiming: “This is what you get
when you eject God from the courts and from the schools” and teach children they are
“evolutionary byproducts.”

As if spreading election lies and providing religious support and cover for the January 6"
insurrection was not enough to disqualify Hibbs from being a Guest Chaplain, Hibbs also has a
hateful and divisive public record on civil and human rights. When his opening prayer invoked
“holy fear” and “repentance” for “national sins,” these were allusions to the militant and
fanatical agenda he preaches about the LGBTQ+ community, Jews, Muslims, and anyone who
conflicts with his “biblical worldview.”

Among other things, he has called transgender people a “sexually perverted cult” who are in
“violation of the word and will of God” and part of an “anti-God, anti-Christ plan of none other
than Satan himself.” He launched a nationwide campaign to require schools to out transgender
students in order to defeat “demonic and dark satanic powers.” He claims that same-sex marriage
has “crucified God’s word” and that homosexuality and acceptance of LGBTQ+ people is
evidence that humanity is living in the “last days.” He champions discredited “conversion
therapy” and has rallied opposition to a California law to reduce anti-LGBTQ+ bullying in

schools.



https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2021/07/evangelical-pastor-claims-lgbtq-actions-prove-existence-god/
https://twitter.com/RightWingWatch/status/1569325849664430081
https://www.npr.org/2015/06/29/418641115/conservative-pastors-deliver-sharp-criticism-of-same-sex-marriage
https://www.rightwingwatch.org/post/megachurch-pastor-jack-hibbs-launches-nationwide-campaign-to-out-lgbtq-students/
https://www.rightwingwatch.org/post/megachurch-pastor-jack-hibbs-says-the-transgender-agenda-is-a-plan-of-none-other-than-satan-himself/
https://chaplain.house.gov/chaplaincy/display_gc.html?id=4734
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DilpFBvLNdI
https://www.npr.org/2021/01/07/954581163/faith-leaders-nearly-unanimous-in-condemning-assault-on-capitol
https://www.cnn.com/2022/07/24/us/white-christian-nationalism-blake-cec/index.html
https://www.newsweek.com/televangelist-weeps-biden-presidency-viral-video-1546883
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/why-christian-nationalists-think-trump-is-heaven-sent/2020/03/20/a3c42734-5983-11ea-9b35-def5a027d470_story.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ocWowuGaV7Y

Hibbs’ intolerance non-Christians is also breathtaking. He preaches that Christians are at “war”
against the “death cult” of Islam, which he calls a “vehicle” for Satan in the Last Days. He
criticizes Christians who seek interfaith dialogue with Muslims based on the common Abrahamic
origins of the two religions as falling for “a demonic doctrine being propagated by heretics.”

At a time of rising antisemitism, Hibbs also disparages Jews as being in a “stupor” and a “God-
given blindness,” unlike the “true Jews” who worship Jesus because “they didn’t get bogged
down in Judaism, which...cannot save you.” He also recently argued that the Israel-Hamas war
is another sign of the End Times and that Jewish people must save themselves by turning to
Jesus; if they do, he urges Christians to “look past the sins of Israel and the sins of the Jew and
give them the hope of Jesus.”

Hibbs also embraces the false and exclusionary Christian nationalist narrative that the United
States was established as a “Christian nation,” and he has repeatedly flouted separation of church
and state by working to institutionalize Christian prayer and bible readings at local school board
meetings, among other things.

In addition to all of these reasons why Hibbs should never have led Congress in prayer, the
decision to allow him to be a Guest Chaplain makes a mockery of the basic Guest Chaplain
Instructions for Member Offices. Hibbs is not from the district of Speaker Johnson (i.e. the
sponsoring member), Speaker Johnson did not deliver a welcoming speech, the prayer was not
delivered on the last legislative day of the week, and Hibbs was Speaker Johnson’s second
sponsored Guest Chaplain in the span of just a couple months, even though Members are limited
to one request per Congress. Moreover, in light of Hibbs’ radical and divisive record, no
reasonable person could view his invocation’s sectarian references to “holy fear,” “repentance”
and “national sins” as meeting the Chaplain’s stated expectations for a prayer that is “mindful of
diversity,” “transcends petty differences,” and “expresses a common aspiration to a just and
peaceful society.”

These facts suggest a breathtaking lack of consideration for the religious diversity of our
Congress and pluralistic nation. It appears that Speaker Johnson — with the tacit approval of the
House Chaplain — decided to flout the Chaplaincy guidelines and use the platform of the Guest
Chaplain to lend the imprimatur of Congress to an ill-qualified hate preacher who shares the
Speaker’s Christian nationalist agenda and his overriding antipathy toward church-state
separation.

The decision by the Speaker and House Chaplain to welcome Pastor Hibbs is especially galling
in light of the Chaplaincy’s refusal to allow some signers of this letter to sponsor Guest
Chaplains who meet all the stated expectations of the program. We should all be able to agree
that the Guest Chaplain program should not be used as a political tool, nor should it be
implemented in a way that favors one religion over others or applies inappropriate religious tests.

For all these reasons, we request a complete explanation of the process by which Pastor Hibbs
was recommended, vetted, and approved, including the reason(s) why the Chaplain waived basic
requirements of the Guest Chaplain program for Hibbs, of all people. Please also describe the
steps you will take in the future to prevent someone with a hateful and divisive record from


https://chaplain.house.gov/congressional/sponsor_chaplain.html
https://chaplain.house.gov/congressional/sponsor_chaplain.html
https://ffrf.org/news/news-releases/item/43363-ffrf-prayer-by-christian-nationalist-pastor-debases-u-s-house
https://www.thedailybeast.com/california-megachurch-pastor-jack-hibbs-and-his-acolytes-are-pushing-public-schools-to-the-far-right
https://currentpub.com/2023/07/22/jack-hibbs-is-still-talking-about-american-history-and-its-getting-worse/
https://www.mediamatters.org/charlie-kirk/christian-nationalists-and-right-wing-media-figures-embrace-war-between-israel-and#:~:text=Turning%20Point%20USA,hope%20of%20Jesus.%E2%80%9D
https://www.rightwingwatch.org/post/jack-hibbs-interfaith-understanding-a-demonic-doctrine-being-propagated-by-heretics/
https://www.mediamatters.org/charlie-kirk/christian-nationalists-and-right-wing-media-figures-embrace-war-between-israel-and#:~:text=Turning%20Point%20USA,hope%20of%20Jesus.%E2%80%9D
https://twitter.com/RightWingWatch/status/1732841810936975842?s=20
https://www.rightwingwatch.org/post/jack-hibbs-interfaith-understanding-a-demonic-doctrine-being-propagated-by-heretics/
https://www.rightwingwatch.org/post/jack-hibbs-interfaith-understanding-a-demonic-doctrine-being-propagated-by-heretics/
https://www.mediamatters.org/jesse-watters/right-wing-media-ramp-islamophobia-spread-paranoia-about-all-muslims#:~:text=On%20Kirk%E2%80%99s%20Salem%20Radio%20show%2C%20Christian%20nationalist%20pastor%20Jack%20Hibbs%20called%20Islam%20a%20%E2%80%9Cdeath%20cult.%E2%80%9D%20Hibbs%20described%20Islam%20as%20%E2%80%9Cthe%20hijacking%20of%20the%20Middle%20East%20...%20it%20is%20violent%2C%20it%20is%20deadly%2C%20it's%20a%20death%20cult.%E2%80%9D%20%5BMedia%20Matters%2C%205/25/23%3B%20Salem%20Media%20Group%2C%20The%20Charlie%20Kirk%20Show%2C%2010/25/23

delivering the opening prayer and to ensure that people of all faiths and values are equitably
represented as Guest Chaplains. Finally, please explain why the Chaplaincy has continued to
prevent Members from sponsoring certain fully qualified Guest Chaplains such as Representative
Mark Pocan’s constituent, Nontheistic Chaplain Dan Barker.

We hope to work with you in the spirit of upholding constitutional protections for religious
freedom and pluralism and to ensure that the House reflects and respects our country’s essential
constitutional values and increasingly diverse faith perspectives. Thank you for your prompt
attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
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Yard Huffman Udmie Raskin Mark Pocan
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Pramila Jayapal Jéfygchakowsky d Sean Casten

Member of Congress ember of Congress Member of Congress

Susar! Wild Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr. #trold Nadler

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Mark Takano Robert Garcia Dan Goldman

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Becca Balint Delia C. Ramirez Katie Porter
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Kevin Mullin JOhn Garamendi Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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James P. McGovern Rosa L. DeLauro Julia Brovs;nley
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress

Summer Lee Gerald E. Connolly
Member of Congress Member of Congress




